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conditions.   1 cannot give it"   Benedctti insisted; the King re-
plied that he refused this unparalleled demand once for all.  Then
came a despatch from the Prussian ambassador saying that Napo-
leon was going to ask the King for a personal letter assuring
him that he had had no intention to injure France's interests-
William was vexed, and decided not to receive Benedetti again;
he sent word to him by his aide-de-camp that the letter from the
Prince of Sigmaringen had arrived confirming his withdrawal,
and that he regarded the matter as at an end.   Benedetti insisted
upon an audience; the aide-de-camp replied that the King ad-
hered to the declaration of the morning.                                 *
Bismarck, once more in Berlin, irritated by Gramont's declara-
tion and by certain articles in the French newspapers, announced
to the English ambassador his intention of demanding explana-
tions and guarantees from France.   He received by telegraph
an account of the Ems interview, with authorization to communi-
cate it to the press.   He also published it immediately in his
semi-official organ, the North German Gazette, in an abbreviated
and precise form which brought out distinctly the King's refusal
to reply to Benedetti's demands.*

The article was sent all over Europe, and made war inevitable.
It was received in Germany as a patriotic demonstration, in
France as an insult. The council of ministers, held on the morn-
ing of July 14, had still sought to maintain peace; it thought of
Napoleon's favourite plan, a congress of the powers to establish
the principle of excluding all members of reigning families from
the Spanish throne. Another council, held at St. Cloud, at six
o'clock that evening, was still deliberating, when Gramont re-
ceived and read a despatch which caused an immediate decision
in favour of mobilization; this was the news of the insult given to
France, f War was announced the next day to the Chamber in

* Bismarck having boasted later of having modified the terms of the note
to make war inevitable, the German socialists reproached him with hav-
ingfalsified the Ems despatch; and the French press has repeated this
accusation. It is enough to compare the two texts to show that there was
I] o falsification. The despatch sent to Bismarck by Abeken in the King's
name is in a confidential and obscure form, not suitable for publication, and
ends thus: " H. M. leaves it to your excellency to judge if Benedetti's new
demand should not be communicated to our ambassador and the press."
The note published by Bismarck adds nothing which is not in the des-
patch; it simply abbreviates it.

f The nature of this insult has always been obscure. German historians
confuse it with Bismarck's article on the Ems interview. An oral tradi-
tion in French diplomatic circles attributes to King William a phrase
Which no one would ever dare to publish.